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Welcome to Grade 6 Language Arts (for Families)

Module 2: The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind (Young Readers Edition) by 
William Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind tells the true story of a curious and bright young scientist, 
William. Whether making a broken radio buzz again or figuring out how a “dynamo” works, 
William loves a good challenge. When his beloved Malawian village is hit by a devastating 
drought and famine, William’s challenges, for the first time, seem impossible to overcome. With 
perseverance and patience, William constructs his most important invention yet: a windmill 
that brings electricity—and with it, stability and protection against future droughts—to his 
home and community.

The main tasks of this module reflect William’s questioning spirit. Students break down the  
book’s structure and examine its individual pieces. They analyze the way that William is 
introduced in the book and interpret the authors’ use of figurative language. With William’s 
creativity as inspiration, students research other innovators’ solutions to critical problems 
in communities around the world. Lessons focused on building students’ research skills—
searching for sources, deciding whether they are credible and useful, and paraphrasing and 
quoting them—help students become more effective investigators. Students write a problem-
solution essay based on their findings, then share their research at a presentation and  
discussion, during a “Solution Symposium.” This symposium both highlights the inventiveness 
of students’ research subjects and celebrates students’ own learning.

Module 3: Two Roads by Joseph Bruchac
Two Roads follows Cal, a young boy growing up in the 1930s who loves his Pop and the life they 
share, hopping trains and sleeping under the stars as “Knights of the Road.” Cal’s path changes, 
however, when he learns that he is half Creek Indian and on his way to an American Indian 
boarding school. Troubled by stories he’s heard about the school, and dealing with challenging 
questions of identity and belonging, Cal feels nervous and alone—that is, until his new best 
friends step in and become family. 

The main tasks of this module are based on important elements of Two Roads: its vibrant use 
of language; its clear messages about identity, friendship, and responsibility; and the complex 
choices that its characters face. Students analyze the language of Two Roads, looking closely at 
sentence length, pronoun use, and the English-language varieties spoken by Cal’s friends. Over 
the course of the module, students identify major themes in the book and relate these themes 
to the guiding questions and big ideas of the module. When the key characters make tough 
decisions, students write argument essays that support or challenge these decisions. 




